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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS), LE, SY, SA 

SUBJECT: SECVISIT: NEED FOR TRANSLATING SERVICES 

1 . FOR DAMASCUS AND JIDDA: WE PLAN TO USE ISA SABBAGH'S 
SERVICES FOR MEETINGS IN TAIF AND DAMASCUS, PROVIDING THIS 
DOES NOT CAUSE ANY PROBLEMS WITH HOST GOVERNMENTS. SABBAGH 
WILL BE ON SECRETARY'S AIRCRAFT. 

2. FOR BEIRUT: SABBAGH COULD BE AVAILABLE TO TRANSLATE 
FOR MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS, PROVIDING SARKIS DOES 
NOT MIND CONVERSATION BEING CONDUCTED IN ARABIC. ALTER- 
NATIVE WOULD BE FOR AMBASSADOR OR SOMEONE FROM EMBASSY 
STAFF TO TRANSLATE SHOULD SARKIS PREFER TO SPEAK FRENCH. 
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